
St Neot A.F.C.
Pitch Development Proposal

Goonzion Downs
Purpose of this Proposal
St Neot as a village has had a football team in sporadic periods since the early 1920’s.  There has 
been a continual struggle to find and keep hold of a piece of land that would be suitable for the 
provision of sports, especially football, which has contributed to the constant reformation of teams 
and the villages inability to retain and generate continued interest in a club
Goonzion has always been the historical home of a St. Neot Football team. There has been 
precedent of teams playing on Goonzion Downs since 1920's.  It appears the pitch may have flitted 
from field to field around the Crowpound area.
In 1949 the parish council 'was gifted' 17 acres of land for recreational use by Mr P R Blamey. We 
believe this area is still marked out and bounded by a raised area when work was undertaken, and it 
s a small part of this area that the new St. Neot A.F.C. propose using.

Proposed uses for the pitch particularly Important in a post covid era.
:

• Mens 11v11
• Womens 11v11
• Mixed Walking Football for the over 50's
• Youth and Children’s football. Looking at starting a Wildcats centre for girls aged 5-11 years

old
• Other community projects that require a large area
• Sports education, 
• health, physical and mental

The Goonzion Environment.

Looking at information available on the DEFRA website, the Goonzion Downs environment is out 



of the Cornwall Area of outstanding Natural Beauty, However the area in question is designated an 
Area of Great Landscape Value

Many local authorities in England currently use Local Landscape Designations (LLD) to protect 
locally important landscapes, one of which is Area of Great Landscape Value or AGLV. Others 
include Special Landscape Areas (SLA) and Areas of Special Landscape Importance (ASLI). In 
Scotland they are known as Local Landscape Areas (LLA).

An Area of Great Landscape Value (AGLV) is an area of land in England which is considered to be 
of high landscape quality with strong distinctive characteristics which make them particularly 
sensitive to development. The designation was established under the Town and Country Planning 
Act 1947. Within ALGVs the primary objective is conservation and enhancement of their landscape
quality and individual character. These will sit outside of any AONBs.

ALGVs sit at the third level of landscape protection, but this does not limit their importance.

The area is designated as ‘common land’ and as such farmers are allowed to graze livestock on the 
downs.  The provision of a football field on Goonzion, would reduce the available land by 
approximately 3 acres, and the club would have to fence off the pitch in order to protect it from 
livestock.

The Goonzion area is categorised as a “County Wildlife Site”.
 provide a comprehensive suite of sites that complements other site networks;
 provide wildlife refuges for most of the UK's fauna and flora;
 have a significant role to play in meeting overall national biodiversity targets;
 represent local character and distinctiveness;
 contribute to the quality of life and the well-being of the community, with many sites 

providing opportunities for research and education.

It is important to note that the presence of a County Wildlife Site does not necessarily imply there is
public access to the site.

It is the clubs intention that if Goonzion was to become our ‘permanent home’, then we would have 
to follow a strict environmental development plan, try as best we could to ‘camouflage’ the 
development, (collecting rainwater for use in showers and toilets use alternative green methods for 
electricity)

Any buildings we would have to place on site, would be classed as ‘temporary’. Building work to 
be camouflaged, environmentally friendly, locally sourced and sustainable

Public Access and use
The “Cornwall Council Interactive Map” shows there is a bridle way coming through the enclosed 
area to the north east of the proposed area for use.  Any football club development would be clear of
this and not hinder the continued use of said bridleway.

The area of the pitch in question is bounded by a large raised earth work, most probably undertaken 
in 1949.  Within the area mentioned is a scheduled monument know as a Platform cairn, and is 
prehistoric in estimated age 

“The monument includes a platform cairn, situated on the south eastern upper slopes of Goonzion 
Downs. The cairn survives as a circular platform of up to 21m in diameter with a slight peripheral 
bank; a 2m wide and 0.6m high berm; a central mound of approximately 13m in diameter and 1.2m



high; and a surrounding quarry ditch, from which material to construct the mound was derived, 
which survives as a buried feature. The top of the mound has been cut by three trenches and a 
square hollow to the east, west and across the centre from north to south disturbing the original 
profile. These are probably the result of early excavation, although no further details are known.”

Sources: HER:- PastScape Monument No:-432365

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1004360?section=official-listing

The proposed area the football club would wish to use is to the south west of this and would not 
impact upon the monument mentioned above.  The football club would have to ensure the continued
protection of the monument in order to maintain the Goonzion environment

Pitch: Recommended size including run-off (safety area around pitch) 106m x 70m
                                                                     Actual playing surface size 100m x 64m

 Statutory Instruments  2015 No. 1515 COMMONS, ENGLAND “The Bodmin Moor 
Commons Council Establishment Order 2015”

 https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1004360?section=official-listing
 https://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/Gateway/Results_Single.aspx?

uid=MCO21585&resourceID=1020
 https://map.cornwall.gov.uk/website/ccmap/index.html?

zoomlevel=8&xcoord=217523&ycoord=67477&wsName=ccmap&layerName=Public
%20Rights%20of%20Way:Definitive%20map%20modification%20order
%20applications:Buildings,%20Sites%20and%20Monuments%20-%20points:Grade
%20I:Grade%20II:Grade%20II*:World%20Heritage%20Site%20Areas

 https://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx


Item Required Description Cost

Goals
(Proposed portable full size)

24 X 8 FORZA ALU110 
FREESTANDING FOOTBALL
GOAL - PAIR 360° WHEELS 
WEIGHTS

£3,599.99 for pair

Dug outs FORZA ALU60 TEAM 
SHELTERS [3M | 6X BLUE 
SEATS] - WITH WHEELS

£ 5,059.98 for 2

Flags: 6 x flags to mark corners and 
half way

Already Own

Changing rooms: To be discussed

Toilet facilities: To be discussed

Line Marking Equipment: STADIUMMAX WHEEL 
TRANSFER LINE MARKER -
10L TUB OF PAINT - 4"

£306.99

Grass Cutting Equipment To be discussed

TOTAL TBC
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